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We continued our work in 2020 (year 2 of 3 year management grant and strategy) 
through multiple activities.  

The key element was a 10 acre ProcellaCOR treatment on N Twin east of the 
island. As with our 2019 treatment, the early results showed EWM significantly 
impaired within several weeks of the treatment.  

We also used DASH on both S and N Twin for 3 weeks in the summer. The DASH 
activities found almost no EWM in the treated area from 2019 and miscellaneous 
plants in other areas of N Twin. Given that promising assessment, we moved our 
DASH activities to S Twin focusing on the areas entering S Twin down to the boat 
landing. A complete report of the DASH activities can be found on our website.  

We used a drone as well as an underwater rover to assess both EWM and native 
plant growth on both S and N Twin. Videos of those activities are also on our 
website. The aerial and underwater surveys in late June corroborated previous fall 
surveys conducted by our consultant Onterra. As such, we feel quite good about 
the level of EWM control and healthy native plants on North Twin however, South 
Twin is not fairing as well.  

Early season surveys by volunteers indicated the 2019 Fluridone treatment had 
not achieved the desired efficacy of eliminating EWM on South Twin. Onterra 
performed a summer survey to more scientifically assess EWM status. While the 
EWM had diminished by density and been reduced from its fall assessment of 
nearly 180 acres of EWM, we still identified growth which approximated 133 
acres. Given the significant remaining EWM we had multiple discussions with the 
WDNR about potential late season treatments but decided the best long term 
value would be achieved after analyzing the fall survey and look at spring 
treatment. 

Onterra conducted a fall survey on both North and South Twin. The results on N 
Twin continued to support the success of both 2019 and 2020 ProcellaCOR 
treatments as virtually no EWM was detected in the treatment areas with good 
population of native plants. However, S Twin had a ring of EWM totaling over 130 
acres and some native plant impact was noted from the Fluridone treatment. 

Lastly, we received some nice riparian data on the locations where swimmers itch 
was noted in 2020. We shared this information with a consulting firm from 
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Michigan and they will be working with the WDNR to determine what the 
permitting process would be for a possible Merganser relocation to break the snail 
to host cycle in order to reduce potential for SI in the Twins. 

2021 Focus 

The primary focus in 2021 will be a spring treatment of approximately 58 acres of 
S twin with ProcellaCOR. The WDNR has approved our permit and we are 
optimistic that we can replicate results we achieved in North Twin over the past 2 
years.  

We plan to perform up to 15 days of DASH activity visiting areas on N Twin but 
primarily complimenting the areas on S Twin not in the ProcellaCOR treatment 
zone. This will be a continuation from the boat landing to the west and then south 
along the west shore. 

Depending on the WDNR feedback on a permit for Swimmers Itch relocation of 
species, we hope to perform an assessment of Merganser broods this spring on 
the Twins and will need our riparians to help us gather that data. This information 
will be critical in developing a potential action plan subject to WDNR approval. 

Look for information on our website regarding the WDNR Healthy Lakes program. 
We hope to apply for a grant this fall which can reimburse riparians up to $1000 
for a variety of fish habitat, shoreline restoration and water runoff projects. 

Lastly, we have been working with the WVIC as this year is a review year where 
Wisconsin Valley Improvement Corporation has the FERC permit reviewed to 
determine operating guidelines for water levels and dam operations on S Twin. 
Thanks to all riparians who have commented on the survey we sent via email in 
the last month. This “look in” review will occur in spring 2021 and we will keep 
riparians updated on the process on our website.  

As always, we appreciate any questions and comments that our riparians have 
as we work to protect our lake resources.  
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Please continue to check out the Lake District website nstlakedistrict.com which 
is our primary means of keeping you updated with what is happening with the 
management of our Twin Lakes!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 

  

Jay Wittman – Lake District Lake Management Coordinator 

https://nstlakedistrict.com/

