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NSTLPRD Spring Lake Management Update - 2022 
 

Through the fall of 2021 and the winter of 2022 your Lake District Board of Commissioners has been 
active and focused on protecting and rehabilitating North and South Twin Lakes. We continue to focus on 
two primary initiatives; 

 
- The goal being we achieve “control” over EWM on both N and S Twin. We define “control” as 

requiring only DASH, hand pulling or small scale herbicide treatments to keep the EWM from 
rebounding in the short term. 

- Explore alternatives, as discussed at our fall annual meeting, to reduce the incidence of Swimmers 
Itch (SI) on the Twins. 

 
EWM Update 
 
Last summer, we treated approximately 58 acres of S Twin with the herbicide ProcellaCOR. The initial 
result of that treatment was extremely encouraging with the EWM essentially falling over approximately 
two weeks after treatment in the areas where they were directly treated. These results mirror what we 
observed on N Twin in treatments performed in spring 2019 and 2020.  

 

 
The late fall survey of the lakes by Onterra, as well as DASH diving, identified several acres of milfoil in 
the northwest corner or untreated area of South Twin where there was some referred benefit (it fell over 
approximately 4 weeks after treatment) on that EWM colony. We are unsure if the damage was sufficient 
to "knock-out" the EWM or if it was just injured. Thus, an early spring survey will be completed to 
determine if a small scale summer herbicide treatment is warranted or if the area can be managed via 
DASH. We have submitted permits for both activities and have been in discussion with the WDNR over 
possible summer management activities. We expect the survey results in early June depending on 
weather and plant growth. The District did receive a 50% grant for 2022 to assist with our continuing costs 
to control EWM. 

 
This past summer we spent approximately 2 weeks performing DASH over all of N Twin where small or 
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emerging colonies have been identified. The results of our 2019 and 2020 herbicide treatments in 
conjunction with 3 years of aggressive DASH activities, have in our opinion achieved “control” of EWM on 
N Twin. 

 

 
 

Please see our website as we have recently posted our 2021 Annual Twin Lakes Monitoring Report as 
well as a recent presentation made at the annual Midwest Aquatic Plants Management Society meeting in 
Lake Geneva where the Twins were a presenter on how Integrated Pest Management Strategies can be 
effective in the battle against EWM. 

  
 

Swimmers Itch 
 

At our fall annual meeting, it was the unanimous opinion that riparians expressed strong concern over SI 
and approved a budget to investigate and implement possible solutions. We initiated a conversation with 
the WDNR in the fall to discuss swimmers itch mitigation plans.  Based on our discussions we determined 
that the best approach was to apply for a Scientific Research License (SRL). 
 
Working with Ph.D.’s Curt Blankespoor and Randy DeJong an application for an SRL has been 
submitted.  We have had multiple direct and indirect interactions with the WDNR to obtain such license. 
 
The SRL project will require two full-time summer interns to conduct research on snails, ducks and the 
waters of the lakes over a 3 year period.  Our costs can be reduced if we can find donated summer 
housing for the interns who will be college students.  If a NSTLRA  or Lake District member would like 
more information on providing housing, please contact a Lake District Commissioner. 
 
We will once again want to track incidences of SI to understand historical, current and future trends of SI. 

 
We will update you of our permitting progress as we learn more. 
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Stakeholder Survey - Lake Management Plan 

 
Folks around the Twin Lakes recently should have received an email and/or a post card inviting you to 
provide input that will help as we update our Lake Management Plan.  To qualify for financial grants the 
WDNR requires the Lake Management Plan (LMP) to be updated every five years.  The update process 
takes almost a year to complete, so we are starting early.  Our first action is collecting input from our 
stakeholders. 

 
If you have not responded to the survey - online or on paper - we encourage you to submit your reply. If 
you "lost" your post card with the website address and/or lost your ID code for the online version, please 
send a note to Commissioners Joe Fritzsche or Jay Wittman.  The survey will be "open" until 
approximately May 31, 2022. 
 
Be sure to check the Lake District website - nstlakedistrict.com - for news and information.     
 
Looking forward to enjoying our wonderful lakes for a great 2022 summer. 

 
Commissioners … North & South Twin Lakes Protection and Rehabilitation District  
 

 


